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SHALL not enter upon any diſcuſſion 
of the mode of Baptiſm, nor concern 
myſelf with the queſtion, Whether that 
mode is to be adminiſtered to infants or 
adult perſons: Theſe are matters, Which 
have been largely inſiſted upon already; 
and which, however warmly maintained 
Þ ſome on both ſides, have as yet pro- 
| duced no eminent benefit, if any at all, 
to 2 cauſe 1 the Goſpel, to the world, N 
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=. x have area eh, He . 

7 JE : all the diſſenſions that have ariſen upon 

„ the ſubje& of outward forms and ceremo- 

nies, which have no neceſſary relation to 
the divine life, have been invented 9 
urged by thoſe, who have been leaſt ac- 

. _ quainted with the glorious ſpirituality of 
the Golpel, and who, conſequently, have 
felt leaſt of the power and bleſſedneſs of 

it in their hearts and lives. & man, ſav- 
Ph ingly illuminated with the ſpirit of truth, - 
ſenſble of the plague of bit own heart, and | 
| enjoying that happy life which is id with 
Chriſt in God, has no time to waſte upon 
the things that are ſeen ; no heart to em- 
1 ploy himſelf about a matter which, vhe- 
ther maintained or rejected, leaves the 
. foul juſt where it found it; and too ſtrong 
a4 ſenſe of the true purpoſe and nature of 
-— the Goſpel to blend with it any thing, 
wich may obſcure its glory, or tend 1 
| _ - bring che ſoul into Uarkned, 4iftraRtion « Mo 
1 3 A pos 5 5 8 
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bn, ee I premiſe d theſe las es 
3 hearts ay may and wiſh to- aſſure you, 
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from any ſpirit of bitterneſs againſt you 0 or 
your profeſſion, but from a ſincere defire -- 
of warning your ſouls againſt embracing if 
tas for an eſſential truth, which,  ew>- - ' 
© braced, may prove a dangerous error, and- - 
" againſt keeping up- a mind of diſſenſion 
and uncharitableneſs againſt thoſe, Who 
cannot ſee cauſe from the Word of GOD _ 
A to adopt your particular tenet and opi- 
N 8 nion.“ 1 3 not % learned Chr! * as to 
1 . 1 0s N " make 


NT 4A Baptiſt 88 (inevery hott ne 
On oy} lately informed his congregation. in London, 
| = that Infant-Baptiſm was unknown in the Church 
1 nn, « till about three hundred years after Chriſt, wen 
| e 6 other. corruption: came in.“ Dr. G d was cer: 
tainly out in his reckoning;; for, though it muſt ” | 
allowed that the outward proſperity of the Church, un- 
der the emperor Conſtantine, began to be produQtive of 
many impurities, yet the corruption (as he is pleaſed to 
term it) of Infant-Baptiſm was undoubtedly introduced 
; long before that period. Origen, who lived about two 
F Hundred years after Chriſt, and Cyprian, who flouriſhed 
about two hundred and fifty, not only mention it with Ne 1 
„„ appfobation, but aſſert it to have been a praticeuſed MM 
1 * Jong before them, and ever from the time'of the apoſtle. 1 
Their teſtimonies would he ſufficient to convince an "= N 
candid perſon, that Infant-Baptiſm is nat a novelty, as, | 
. dome People mes nor a min of the Church of * 
„ | | Kume, — 
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5 by enforcing. confention. and ſtrife in his 
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2 Rim; as others ws 3 bak in ads ot RY 
Per, ſcriptural practice, and conſonant to the PEPIN 
for Which the ordinance was originally inſtituted. 


Tertullian, Irenzus, and before them Fuftin = 
who flouriſhed only forty years after the apoſtles, have 
been proved to allow and practiſe the Baptiſm of In- 
" and it is therefore, upon very juſt grounds, 
ſuppoſed; that they derived the mode and cuſtgm from 
the a poſtles themſelves. Add to this, what we find in 
. that whole houſholds were baptized by the a- 


poſtles; and tis a proof, amounting almoſt to a dire& 

affirmation, that children were both among the fami- 
lies, and allo ſome of the + identical re, 2820 e- 
ew hg this ordinance from them. 


On the other hand, if we look for the 8 of 


| the dire& opinion againſt Infant Baptiſm, where ſhall 


we find them before Donatus, Marcion, or Pelagius, 
* broached the moſt radical and peſtilent hereſies 
that ever could trouble the Church? He, who firſt de- 
nied Original Sin, and by other tenets would have 
rendered the Redemption of Jeſus Chrif? almoſt a thing 
of nought, was the perſon who ſtickled moſt for the de- 
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nial of Baptiſm to young children: And be denied jt 


1 upon this principle, that children, having no ſin, not 


even a corrupt nature, in them, ſtood in no need of a 
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Baptiſm, which (he aſſerted) was deſigned for the g 5 
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many advocates for the Pelagian and juſtly exploded 
opinion of adult Baptiſm. Their madneſs and rant ſet 
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bl 7 1 And if they will 4 Fer, e the alice 
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den, and many more names (who diſgraced and mo- 


raiſed, by Satan himſelf, co counteract, and fix an 


fountains, theſe muddy ſtreams of Free-will, Ranting, 


name and I hearkilhy prey chad: all OP you 
. * 1 85 ns. as to hold the unity of 
%%% Cal P0000 001% 517" Oe 
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pion for Free-will, the Merit of human Warks, and 
adult Baptiſm, ſucceeded (but ſome ages after, anne 
1521) Nicholas Storch, Thomas Muntzer, John of Ley- 


leſted the æra of the reformation in Germany), as ſo 


half the continent of Europe in a flame; and ſeemed 


"odium upon, the great work of GOD, which was 
carrying on at that time in a 1 admirable, and won- 
derful manner. 

I do not mean to 59 0 the Baptiſit of England atid 
of (this day, as eſpouſers of all theſe abominable: here= _ 
ſies, or the equally abominable practices that attended 
them: I wiſh them only (while they accuſe others of 
. Imbibing corruptions) to reflect, from what impure 


and adult Baptiſm, haye altaget er ſprung.” It ſhould 
teach them mode e/ty at leaſt in-cquntenancing an opinion, 
which the ableſt, the moſt excellent, and the moſt an- 
tient fathers of the Church ern ee 9 00 their | 
conduct and writings. Fl 


of ages} the conſent of the moſt enlightened Churches, 70 
or their own conceſſions that the doctrine is not /ential, 
let them Tarn to ayer with meckaeſs __ modera- 
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in the bond of peace. 


divine bleſſing, do ſome good, by putting 
you and me upon our 3 leſt 


Caution Ae Ae can do us no e e 


; © 198 e 
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1 me to EL TY you, pen = 


„ thoſe among you who have not 
yet aſſumed the characteriſtic token of 
yout particular profeſſion, to aſk your own 
hearts this eſſential and important quel- | 


tion: Is the mode of outward Baptiſm in 


40 'grown ehen, N 4 ſo EF con- 
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1 — given this ſhore Ra not becaiſe I Flay, any 
17 great ſtreſs upon the mode either in one. way or the 
other; for, in ſo doing, I ſhould fall into the error I 
blame; but becauſe I wiſh the more ignorant among 
the Baptiſis to conſider, from whence their 1 af 
notion ſprung; and that a fountain cannot at the ſame 
Place (or through the ſame conduit) ſend forth . 
water and bitter. James iii. 11,'v. Spanh, Elench. Hiſt, 


Thal, p. 82. See like wiſe a candid and ſenſible trear 
” tiſe upon this ſujet, N. the Rey, Mr. AI | Fr 
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under the idea of a greater puxity, "may - 
bf take an adyantage over us ;—at. leaſt, the 
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| yore baptized by * 1 
£ In this frame of 
_ foul, the following liner! may, through the | 


. 4nd bot, 5 which is fo zealouſly rged - 1 [i 
 « upon all men by the Bapzy/is, avsoruTE= If 
© LY NECESSARY to ſalvation, or NorT?? = 
Tei is a dilemma, which includes, in both 

Its parts, a leſſon of conſequence to your 
fouls.” May GOD's: ſpirit teach you to 
rebeive it, RE nee 8 e fear! 


We 
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"If you Aver; Ir 18 vrekss Ax 10 
SALVATION ; you will find yourſelves, 
upon A: little reflection, tarniſhing (as far 
as lays in you) the glory of the bleſſed 
| Goſpel, depreciating the finiſhed falvation 
of Feſus Chriſt, and maintaining, under 
anot ber form, what the Galatians had con- 
ceived, when they thought to complete 
in the fleſh by outward obſervances, what 
had been begun in their ſouls by the inward 
operation alone of the ſpirit of GOD. For, 
- by making an external ceremony, tho' but 
in the leaſt degive that can be imagined, a 
parcel, a qualification, or an adjunct of the 
cauſe and reaſon of your ſalvation, you 
bring i in works and cancel grace x; you in- 
troduce oatward i fenſe for inward Js and -. 

. N 1 


1 $3 bo 

J . 3 

4 \ 8 4 — 1 
NF 2 4 . 1 1 * 
3 - den. xi, . Is 4 4 
n 3 2 1 : | I * 
p 9 „ * +. 4 | £ 2 5 
4 Is „ e e b 7 12% * hs 


1 
wy 


Poles are not more oppoſite, than ſalvation 


by free grace, and a ſuppoſed falvation, | 
flowing (either in part or in the whole) 
from a ſomething imagined to be done 2 

or by us, even through grace itſelf. This 
luaſt ſprings from an imagination, that man 
can work well enough, if GOD would 
: but lend him tools; while, indeed, the 
poor creature is dead in treſpaſſes and fin, x 
and utterly deprived of every ſpiritual 
ſenſe and affection. You cannot, and 
ſome of you know that, in another view, 
| vou muſt not mix law and goſpel, works and 
grace, ſenſe and faith. Be not therefore 
miſtaken in this caſe If you render Bap- 
tiiuiſm the leaſt part, you really make it all- 
And you neceſſarily make it a part, if you 
lay the minuteſt ſtreſs upon it. Let your 
© conſciences bear witneſs how great that 
Nreſs is. Circumciſion was but a trifle, 
and an outward trifle too like outward 


. When conſidered i in itlelf diſtinct. 
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principle goes) for the goſpel. The two 
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" Lather's excellent comayrot es, * a Yace 
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em the circumciſion of ths beat which tes 
WY ſignified, being an outward ſign of TP 

ſpiritual ſeal; but, | trifle; as it was, how 
— warmly... did. the apoſtle addreſs the 
2h (Galatians, when. he found them diſpoſed 
by falſe teachers to make it a Ane qud non, 

an eſſential article and condition of ſalva- 


tion 2+. Vet circumciſion, had not only the 


authority of a divine command, but the 
undiſputed ſanction. and invariable practice 
of ages ; which your opinion of Baptiſm 

cConfeſſedly has not. And if you make the 
- ordingnce, of Raptiſm ſuch a condition, or a 
1 5 ay of a condition; or (Which is juſt the 


you ſuppoſe yau ſtand, higher ip 
ur of GON. upon; receiving it, and 
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5 * * Though: oh ceremony of e be 1 1 
Cy liſhed, ! yet its meaning muſt be experienced in the heart 
of every true believer, Circumciſion (beyond the out- 
Ward ſeal] ſeems to have been an ordinance to ſignify 
what Chriſt would do in his people While they remain 
upon Earth, and Baptiſm to denote their ineffable com- 
munion and completeneſs in bim when they come tao 
1 Heaven. v. Nom. ii. N Gul. vi. 8 FG. ii. 1 
12, 13. . "+ 
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of no preli minarics - 
E peace and Wespe en on our” Part 
ſo he will admit of do addition to he gl 
rious work done on Bis part. He unites | 
"His people to himſelf. by the wa bing 
* 1 the renewing 1 
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Wen or x eg fay) cven by Bim 75 
elf. e will be a Whole Saviour, or no 
Saviour, _ And if you'vaiply ſeek to cleanſe 
_ yourſelves i in any part, he will cleanſe you. 
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jut if you are really waſhed by 


* 


» 1 


; him but i in one 6 (as your own ined" 
Feftion may repreſent the caſe), though 
you may have but ſmall views of the infi- 
nite efficacy of his Hiritual Baptiſm; you 

d are. notwithſtanding reckoned. perfeRtly - 
dlean in hir fight,* and ere long you will 
5 find yourſelves abſolutely pure in your 
"pwn. + This is the true Baptiſm, Which 
none but the children of GOD. can expe- 

_ Mw Baptifm, not merely i into water, 

but u CnRIS＋ and putting on Onnis rk 

— A Baptiſm of water and of the ſpirit)— 
of the ſpirit and of fire Of fre; becauſe 
tbat 3 the purifying Pen of the 
> VE ine 
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| 's Cant bv, 5. Eb. \ v. is „„ 

4 iT 4 Nox the external form of any ordinatice can be 
- efficacious, but the internal operation of the divine 
* ſpitit, who is a ſovereign agent, and not to be re- 
Nrained by or rendered dependent upon Any forms, « 

-  , ven thoſe of his own inſtitütion. The ſpirit of Chriſt 
 .* indeed reſides no where in this evil world, but in tba 

Ph * Hoarts of his people. And therefere our Saviour; in 

_ waſhing bis diſciples; as 4 token of cleanſing theit 

whole bodies and ſouls, pronounces the waſhing of 

their feet alobe, in een to Peter's requeſt of being 

+ Waſhed likewiſe in his hands and head; ſufficient for 

. the putpoſe of a token, that he had cleanſed them ſpiri- 
"Rt 55 e every whit,” John xiii, 10. 5 
8 1 9 Ui; 27. 9 d iii. 5. 2 Luke ii li, 1. 
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divine _ Jake up tbe 10 0 2 Toy 
rhe luft of” the eye, and the pride of life—and - 

. waer ; becauſe hat ſigniſies the clean - 

ing and abluting operation of the bleſſed 

Comforter, who dwells in the temple him- 

ſelf hath hallowed,” the i Son hath -pur= - 

chaſed, and the Father hath loved and' + b 

built. For my own part, let me but know 
and experience mote and more of this 

bleſſed and efficient Baptiſm ; the outward 

gn, which a Simon Magus could receive, 

and be but a Simon Magus till; ſhall never 

be the ſubject of a moment's diſpute with 
me; unleſs ſet up (Which is but too often 

ſttthe caſe) and ſubſtituted for the thing ſig- 
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|  "nified itſelf, . If, my friends, you are 
[ ly. Sov. Fe the excellency of | 
hh VV e J 


. : - abt iv. 4.5 wk 4+ 4 PTD li. 16. f 
4 "Oy John the 1 T1 (Luke i. 15.) and Feremiah thee. 8 
3 3.5.) received the Holy Ghoſt in and from the Mothers © © 
=_ "Want (and who can ſay that other infants, dying be- 
fore the uſe of theit ſenſitive and animal faculties, are 
ES. not endued with like gracious favour?) ; but we do not 0 
read that John himſelf was baptized: externally: . 
= believing thief likewile, bleſſed with the inward ſealing 98 
of the ſpirit, went to glory without paſſing through 
Voter as che way. I our Lace declares, ben 
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t 1 you will never tepote 1% 
orber to be a matter of ſuch conſequerice, | 
as either to juſtify your perſons in any reſ- 
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| pect before the preſence of GOD, or ta” 


_ juſtify: your conduct in ſeparating yourſelves 


from other Chriſtians, through any pre- . 
ſumption of being, excluſively or pecu- 


85 liarly upon that account, his favoured 


church I people. This - ſpiritual i 


_ tiſm alone will waſh away the foul ſpots of 


7 bigotry, - cavilling” and diſſenſion, and in- 


Pe with faithfulneſs and OR the« errors and 


5 210 4 man ds "Mi 1 * of 3 mir, he - 
+" cannot enter into the kingdom of GOD. John iii. 5. 


duce that holy frame of heart, which will 
cauſe. you to bear with the weakneſs and 
infirmities of the fincere ; and to correct, 
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Therefore, upon the truth of Chriſt, not only the 
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e thief upon the croſs, but all the faithful, from Alam 57 


plain, that they were not baptized with material water, - 


to Fobn the Baptiſt, have been born of water and of the 


ſpirit, before they inherited the promiſes. But as it is 


it muſt follow, that they were only baptized with what 
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tte water /jgmfict, even the ſpirit of GOD; which, it, 
REL is remarkable, throughout the whole Old Teſtament, 
"is repreſented under this i image, and that of à fountain 


of living waters, {pringiog up in his Mu! . ſouls to 
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8 gy if you. aſſert your. . 1 : 
cite to be neceſſary to aufn, you win |. 
\ conſequently hold that thoſe, who! have | 
bot conformed to it, ate loſt and funk 
- down to cverlaſting. perdition. : - on 
| theſe muſt be reckoned the thouſands. and 
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* bload in the 
el. and who poffbiy never 1 much as. 

| beardvf your peculiar opinion concerning 

| Baptiſm, and certainly never followed or 2 
embraced it. But no man, either upon the 
| Principles of ſcripture or teaſon, can Ne  &- 
maintain ſuch a poſition, or of courſe any 
propofition or opinion that may lead to it; 
which the tenet of the indiſpenfible ne- 5 
_  ceflity of adult Baptiſm unavoidably does. 
And if you conſider i. Swply in che light * 
of an introduction to the Church or pro- 
© fefſion of Cbri (from the participation . 
Which i it feems neither . rational,. * ys 
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er eee to exclede your: om chit. 


den, you muſt then own, that no out- 


Word "pecnhiarity, concerning an initiating 
—_— is or can de necefſary to falva- 


: viheriſe.. 


El rat 7 3 


. 
. 


as 


1 
FI | 2 9 Ng * EP IAG 5 


exrss ART ARTICLE: OF FATTH, and No 
E88ENTIAL Ok INDISPERIBLE EGV I- 


'l "ITE or SALVATION, ſeem thus far to be | 
0 the right; but, at the ſatme time, this o- 


. ' pinion militates agtinſt'your condust, and 
. you of every excuſe both for 


ſeparation frem other Chriſtians, 0 t 


pour real in inculcating your diſtingyithing 
tenet, as a criterion. or mark of true Faith, 
upon all men. Thus, by your own confeſſion, 


r you allow and countenance a diſunĩon a- 


mong the members of CBriſts myſtical body. 


| 5 = without reaſon. . | Yau. will not communis, 


| _ cate*with them in outward fellowſhip, | 
1 * the breaking of bread, and in the joy of 
80 . * ſoul. Mil bo you divide, you ; 


non; When the brihraner itſelf, as to ite 
external form, has Deen proved, in ter | 


_. Y among yolnho think'this out. 
E w_ Baptiſm iof grown perſons wo NE 


u'becomeguiltyof e awful ſin of ſchifins 
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/ mngintain * ſuperiority of your own judge. 


- ments upon a queſtion of no real impor- 
tance, and in ſo doing, as far. as /your 


F 9 cauſe of: 5 Mg. of. — - A 


«1f you Chriſtians cannot agree. ae 


4 5 how can you expect that we 
% ſhould agtee with you? The Papifc 


ma ſneer and exclaim; „ See how 


. theſe heretics differ! Truth admits of . 
2 18 differences we, therefore, muſt be 

in the right, becauſe we profeſs unity - 
2 ſentiment and doctrine. Even the 
Fer may blaſpheme and inquire; where 
0 is the boaſted meekneſs and lowly. ſpirit 
Seh the NAZARENE, that we qu 

* with them about.: dhe ceremonial Jaw, 3 
«, while we are making an-outword cere- 
0 eee ons TR pews of SOD is 0a 


1 4 £ 
o 7? 3 g ma 2 8 n 
y FETT e 
4. o 1 N 0 _ 
Gps | : 


1 8 a fame ay 


15 f oy 5 . — bold Tack a . 00 1 as 


= think that Chriſtians” 'of other denominations are 
2 ſafe with them, make the favourite diſtinction 

of their ſect a thing of ſo little importance in itſelf, 
10 of ſa much pride in them by obtruding and bear- 
ing it out againſt all. men, as ſeems hardly reconcile- bo 


- ables the ſpirit of the 1 12 or even to colmmon | 1 
ha ſenſe. „ e nr e 


? 28 * 


influence reaches, you ſuffer the enemy to 5 


* 1 * 2 5 
allowed, to. be asses the 


11 confulign 598. diſpute. ANC 
n qurlelyes?” . nt 10 Nan 3411 ee 
b 7 
85 Thu my | brethbeds take. the, cate. 
tither view, and anſwer the main queſtion 
which. way. you zhooſe ;,your principle ; and 
your practise in the affair of Baptiſm ſeem 
alike; indeſenſible, If, you aſſert your mage 
of it inerefory to ſalvation, you imbibe the 
Batten error ef mixing the law with the 
agaſdſt which there is a moſt awe- 
ful and folefan-denunciation *: or, if vou 
allow it to be, as indeed it is, A mere 
- honeelleptial eitcuchſtance; yon cannot 
| leer yourlelyes. of the fin of ſchiſm, nor 5 
Suer the pride and uncharitableneſs of et- 
ting vp an opinion, which hen can only be 
5 For. the purpoſe of diſtinguiſhing yourſelves 
From the geſt of GOD's profeffing people ; 
ho, having. elt the pawers of the, world to 
bebe, Are the more caſy with the little ex- 


aeroal-things, zhat.can. fall in cheir way in 
the world below, How you can anſwer 


it to GOD: and 1 own ſouls, I know 
not; R ** 13 ney , N if an 
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be ech etal "RY 
uchi 4 2 to me, as might tendigithe? 
to obſcure the glory of my preecus Savi- - 
our, or to weaken my love to the brethren 


ty whom I mean all f all. parties % 
Dove our Lord Fefus Ch4f in Anctrityn), 40 
— from my heart believe this particular te- 


net of adult Baptiſm ar held by po muſt 


 Heceſfarily do, I would not helitat®"'to 
e Him, as the apoſtle: did, ac- 


_ Eurſedf: Sirs, error is dangerous in /piri- 
ra matters; - and en fon itſelf, When 
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bolical aud deſtructive etror. The heart, 
| that retains it, cannot receive for its itiha« 
bitant the ſpirit of Chrift; who will be no 
iamate with diſcord ; and you well Know, 
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Save not the ſpirit of Chrift, be is none of 
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( Ghich is in general too lightly thought 
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"yup in your eloſets, 5 it before kim 
whotrierb the bearts and tbe reins, praying 
for the wiſdom of his ſpirit 70 lead and fo. 
gun you into all eſſential truth, and to re- 
cover your ſouls, if any among you have 
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Which, lis a millgave.. hangs 1 "the | 
neck of the contrary opinion, ptofeſs that 
they conſider this out ward ordinance as an 
indifferent; things and that, though they be- 
eue they axe in the e right as to the mode 


i ee did not ſo 'notoriquſly con- 
As the caſe is; this proy 
feſlion of candor ſeems attended with 
much duplicity, if not hypocriſy. For 
do not theſe very people refuſe, and refuls 


too with ſome diſdain, to haue any ebm? 


munion with other Chriſtians; or to al- 
low other Chriſtians to have any com. 
munion Wich them, 105855 upon +the , 
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n aue n. be eee, by 


Principle df their not N beep: really 
© baptized? And what is this but. laying. a 
a and the utmoſt ſtreſs they can lay, up: 
on ſomething which they themſelves admit 
"os of no intrinſic moment, or importance 
_ Kal?) If they judge me upfit and unqualißed 5 
to fit down and receive with them the out 
Ward ſymbols of my bleſſed Lord's dying 
merits and efficacious redemption becauſe 1 
bare dot been baptized in their Way, and 
| therefore; as they aſſert, not baptized aʒt 
- al; de they not make their own mode a 
_. rondition,-a qualification, @ prerequiſite, 

dor call it what. they pleaſe, for an 4 
miſſion to the fellowſhip of the Chur 


and thereby to all the benefits anne annexed to. | 


the Church? And is not this eventually, and 
toall intents and purpoſes, reſting the hope 
- bf ſalvation, as Well as the means ef grace, 
upon an outward form and ceremony; 
Even common ſenſe Will allow it to be 
= Again; if I am not . meet 
0 be partaker With them of the bread . 
and the wine below; reunnot, Ja fn, 
upon ſtronger | grounds, let my „faith be 
er ſo clear, and my life be ever e ü, 
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| boch among the number of the eG wha 
we oughtt with the: blood of GOD the 


R 
9 


2 7a) 


So und who art to eat | the. murviage- 


Aber of the; Lainb in the fegions of glory) 
| above Can they, who - deliberately. exe 
_ elade-me from the participation of an oute 

ward ordinance here; or (which is juſt 


the ſame) make a form, which Scripturs 
and'conſurence/do not declare'to be eſſen- 
tial, the term and condition of that pa 


eipation; conſiſtently think me fit to be 
dance fignides, and points out to be 


then is this recvncilable with Chtittian 


. ane with! : Clriflitr low'd 
How is this Affing the mind Cb 


Or, how am I to diſtinguiſh it from the 
phariſaie ſpirit of bidding me, fm, by 


thyſelf, for: Jam bolier than thou'? Where 
cen Ie perecive in this conduct the leaſt 

trace of beciming all things to. all men, that 
_ the ward ef GOD may have free cdurſe 
and meet with no idle or unrieceffary' ob- 
ſtruction? -Suppoſing, not allowing, the 
matter to he lawful and good; yet; as it 
u no denn of faith: by their own con- 
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=. Sol 6 not this e eher 
and an indiſereet uſe of it? In ee bo, 
caß ſuch men be conſidered 'as maintain- 
ing only an indifferent thing, While with=, 
out the appearance of meekneſs, they dif- 
fer and ee 1 N n upon the; 
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5 Truly, Wehe th thing: in” itſelf 1 

indifferent, and more ſo than ſome are 

willing to allow; but When urged, as 
4 fit is urged by you, it becomes a matter 
| , _ of! conſequence, and perhaps in ſome caſes 
Jef fatal conſequence. Thoſe of you; who 
bave indeed red that the Lord it graci- 
aut, muſt know that you receiyed: not the 
wpirit through the preaching of Water - 
Baptiſm, but through the [preaching of 
faith in the ſprinkling” of the blood of Fen 
ft : You might have heard and read a 
Thouſand ingenious: diſquiſitions upon the 
1 right mode of Baptiſm; and I venture to 
L | © think you will believe With me, that you | 
mie have heard and read each of them 
a2 rtĩhouſand times over, nay have alien, 
| _- followed: the mode eee ee Bere "Oi 
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_ Chrift Jen the Lard, forwalk: hon, gor for- 
Ward, in Bi- If you habe begun in abe 
Hunt canobü hope te made penſati zy 
_ the feld 11f: you reccived the earneſt f 
Halvstion by grace through faith; are vun 
to be entried to heaven by works, or by 
confidence in the outward waſhing- work 
of Water-Raptiſm ? If the blood of bulls 
and of goats could not poſſibly tate away . 
. fats. can Abana and Pber par. can the 
 fivers of Damaſcus + or all the rivers in th 
World, contribute to cleanſe the 1 0 
Wt or inereaſe the certainty of Biggs fal- 
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| or Pact 72 oceans na Chi be 5 oantes to _ = 
th rivulet of Fordan. Remember, however, _— 


that, as 4 little water will ſuffice to drown 5 

the body, a grain of falſe confidence will 71 

1 than ſuffice to poiſon” the ſoul. . Suck | 15 
5 N you, as are dipped in this truſt of - teu. 3 
AT, dering yourſelves thereby more acceptable - 

s w GOD, ought, to Know, that you miſ- i 
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profeſſion; apd dhat, by making./it any 
| groundof canfidetce; yqurfiok;yourſclyes, 
. Is were, -intq-o:d&06 ſav; that Gia} ots 
 Whelmcvety ſpiritual vv den, ery. city of 5 
he plein, And every eity, that is not built 
upon the. mountain in which tbe het {ov 
power) ef 260 En all 1g N 
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Men and bad 76 bink en the 7 
It js ag aweful 1 ta be damaned 
3 without a a profeſſion, as the Sodomites have 
bee; but it ſeems more a1 


aweful to be 
damned for a profeſſion, as the Phorifer 
were. - Miſtakes in matters of charity. 
may affect the body; but miſtakes. in faith 
tend to deſtroy the foul. Faith, genuine 
Fh, is = muſt be a ſimple principle: 

N has a % a. Wes and cannot be aſſiſted or 
: be with fleſh and ſenſe. It reſpects 
0 for its object Gop, and Gop alone. | It muſt 

'know nothing in the buſineſs of {lyation, 
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_ from beginning to end, but Fe eſus Chriſt. 

_ *Tis a ray of divine light derived from 

- that Sun of righteouſneſs, and will as na- 

"of 15 | turally 
1 8 C i u. 10 by bun in 1. 1 Matth. vi. 22. 


. orally aſcend to him "again, as ws len 
rial fire "tends upwards to the material 5 
ſun. Whenever, therefore, . your atten- 
tion is fixed upon any other object, lirtle 
or much, and a confidence is raiſed upon 
aught beſide; you may depend er md 5 
bas Juſt; und not . wa is the eule. ; 


ooo 7 i 


4 


Faith will never "oY to > fob at water, 


5 = on Crit; and the ſpirit of truth will _ 


lead a man only to Chris: Jaw: „ 
tte things of Obrſſt, among which mere 
water can never be meant, and /hews them 


15 


to the ſoul; and, whether we are bap- 
tized in one mode or another, it is not 


worth a ruſh if, Beſides that, we are not 
| baptized into CARISsT.“ T here is a . 


Ignorance among many Aa. in this . 


* Fe F 1 
1 2 ** * 1 


0 


. Rom. vi. 3 „ Baptizd into Gun We beau - \ 


tiſul, yet how hong, is this divine exprefſion! 75 be. 
baptized into Chriſt, is to be intereſted in all that he 


has done and ſuffered ; to be made partakers of his ho- 
Uneſs and of a divine nature; to become ſo intimately _ 


_  conjoined with him as the members are with the head; 


And, in a word, to fink into nothing with reſpect to 
_ ourſelves, that he may become all in all to us, and we 


may receive all, EY We are © capable of Ig in 
him. N $ 


| "I 


Prue 


1 560 30 T 
| ſhot . Indeed, we are all of: us by * 
tutte prone; to confound things ſpiritual . 
- © with: carnal, and to deceive ourſelves with 
matters of little conſequence by omitting 
thoſe of greater; nor do we get over this 
miſtake but in proportion as we profit in 
the ſchool of Chrif, and acquire a ſpiri- 
| tual diſcernment by him, who is our /- 
5 vi fk well as our-7righteouſteſs,; ſonct i 
. (Cation and redemptian. x Then, according 
to our:meaſure, we, ſhall loathe all .carnal 
diſputings about carnal things, and ſhall 
wiſh to have done with that execrable 
r and nonſenſe, which the outward- - 


court ne arg for ever raiſing a- 
71 435 3 moet 0 


| | 5 4 
1 . i. 5 FF 
7 We have an altar ( ſays the 3 Heb. xiii. 1 0000 E 
; 5 they have no right to eat, which ſerve the taberng- 
tile. Thoſe who, under the law, ſerved the tabernacle 
were the Gibeonites, Jeſb. ix. 23. afterwards called N- 
„ thinims (from a word which ſignifies 2% give, becauſe 
"they were given to that ſervice) Ezra ii. 43. Both I, 
*- _ theſe, and all the people who worſhipped in the out= © 
ward court (a place allotted to the congregation at 
large) were not permitted to eat of the ſacrifices which 
were offered upon the altar; for theſe pertained to the ; 
5 prieſts alone, All this may point out that 4; Hinguiſhing 5 
85 a which} is n 55 * n oP Sho Pr "= 


7 55 3¹ * 
= Mongft themſelves and in the world. — 


How ſweet is it in quietneſs and in pa- 
Fence to poſſeſs our fouls; to know nothing 


but Chr and him crucified ; to live upon 


him alone for every bleſſing of time and 5 


of eternity; to enjoy the precious in- 
fluences of his holy ſpirit ; to have com- 
munion with the father of lights through 


the ſon of his love; and to live and die in 


that full aſſurance of faith, wbich is the 


privilege of believers in this world, and 


-  - which is the infallible earneſt of their 


5 everlaſting .reſt in the world to come | 
There nothing defiled ſhall enter; there, 

_ conſequently, no man, who has been ac- 
quainted with the Baptiſm of water alone, 
| ſhall have any place; and there only thoſe, 
who have been baptized into Chriſt, ſhall 
be found glorified with him. This I have 
e been . by him to ſeek for myſelf; 
155 and 


* - Lg - * : 


þ ple, who are made kings and priefts to Gop and the Fa- 


THER by JesUs CHRIST. Rev. i. 6. They alone (a- 


mongſt the herd of profeſſors who are but Chriſtians 
outwardly, as ſome were Jews, Rom. ii. 28.) feed by 
faith upon the all-ſufficient ſacrifice offered up for their 
fakes, and are admitted into the inner court of their 
father's temple, to ſee his face, and to enjoy the de- 
nn communications of his love. 
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